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Missoula Airport Deputy Director Headed for Wenatchee 
By Gary Matson, MSO GA News 

 

     Greg Phillips, Deputy Director, Missoula International 

Airport, leaves here at the end of July to become the Director of 

the Wenatchee, Washington Airport. Those of us who have 

come to know Greg during his 

tenure at MSO are, of course, glad 

he has this opportunity but will 

sorely miss the way he combines 

intelligence, energy, interest, skill, 

humor, and dedication to be a 

highly effective aviation 

administration professional and 

friend. 

     Missoula has been doubly 

blessed to have Greg and Airport 

Director Cris Jensen as a true 

ñdynamic duoò. They have 

partnered as an effective team in 

helping make our Airport a 

progressive leader; among the best! 

In the words of Board Member Joe Easton, it was ñlike shifting 

from first to fourth gearò when Greg came on Board. Cris has 

nothing but praise for Greg: ñAlthough the time has been good, 

and full of accomplishment, everyone is glad that Greg has this 

fine career opportunity.ò 

     At the  most recent Airport Board meeting, Cris listed some 

of the Airport projects in which Greg played a key role: 

Resurfacing of Rwy 11/29; completion of an ambitious Airport 

Master Plan; Environmental Assessment for the new control 

tower project; launch of new air 

service to Phoenix and Los Angeles 

by Allegiant and to San Francisco 

by United; procurement and 

installation of a new Flight 

Information Display system in the 

terminal; design and installation in 

the terminal of a weather 

information display system 

(NOAAôs ARK ï Airport Reference 

Kiosk); an Airport-operated ground 

handling system for aircraft; a new 

in-terminal display advertising 

program. 

     I was recently privileged to 

spend some time with Greg, over 

coffee, to explore his thoughts about his time at Missoula and 

expectations at Wenatchee. Our visit was not only enjoyable but 

also spiced near the end with a couple of his infamous ñmonk 

jokesò. We explored answers to a series of questions. 

See Greg (Continued on page 8) 

     Buttercups, yellow bells, the Sherpa and DC-3 in the pattern 

at MSO ï itôs spring in Missoula. Lupine, blanketflower, 

blossoming parachutes north of the Airport ï itôs summer. Forest 

Service Aviation at Missoula brings in the seasons. I was 

fortunate enough to be able to sit down with Jeff Bardwell, 

Region One Smokejumper Pilot, for a quick outline about what 

he and his fellow pilots do to add one more niche among those 

that make Missoula such a special place. 

     Region One has 8 pilots based at the Airport. There are a 

relatively small number nationwide, so that in itself is somewhat 

unique. Missoulaôs based pilots are Shane Bak, Jeff Bardwell, 

Jeff Ebiner, Dolan McDonald, Kevin Meekin, Mike Peitz, Joe 

Sannella, and Jesse Jenks. Most pilots are employed year round. 

Jesse, the newest addition, is about 2/3 time. 

     The pilots fly 6 airplanes: Three King Airs, one DC-3TP (the 

TP designates Turbo Prop), one Sherpa, and one Cessna 206. 

The DC-3 and Sherpa are 2-crew airplanes; the others single 

pilot. The pilots and maintenance personnel are justifiably proud 

of these airplanes. All but the 206 are certified for flight into 

known ice, and all have state-of-the-art avionics. Jeff describes 

the DC-3, which he has flown for 3 years, as the ñbest 

maintained airplane Iôve ever flownò. 

     The planes have a fascinating diversity of missions, which 

is reflected in the differing programs at the base. The Lead 

Plane Program utilizes the high-performance, highly 

maneuverable King Airs to lead the slower, heavily loaded 

See USFS (Continued on page 6) 
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2010 Construction Project Update 
By Chris Hart, MSO GA News 

Mailed MSO GA News  available only by request  

     If youôd like to  receive the newsletter by mail, please send a note to Gary Matson, PO Box 308, Milltown  MT  59851 (best) or call Gary 

at 370-6584 (2nd best).   

     If youôre not receiving notice of the newsletters by e-mail and want to be notified in the future, please contact Gary:  

gjmatson@montana.com.   

     Current and past newsletters are available on both the Airport and EAA Chapter 517 web sites (addresses on last page). 

     The 2010 construction season got underway recently as crews 

began laying the utilities for Missoula International Airport's 

new 101 foot, $6.77 million dollar air traffic control tower. The 

new tower, base building and parking area will be located on the 

South side of the airport almost directly 

across from the existing tower. As this 

part of the airport is largely undeveloped, 

utilities and other necessary 

infrastructure needed to be installed prior 

to actual tower construction. 

     "You can see them out there right now 

laying power, water and sewer lines, or 

what's called the flat work", said 

Missoula International Airport Director 

Cris Jensen. Knife River won the utility 

installation bid. With 100% design plans 

in hand, MSO will open bids for 

construction of the tower itself in this 

month. The Airport plans to award the 

bid at the August Board meeting, with 

construction set to begin in September. A 

third electronics package bid will be 

awarded at a later date in order to outfit 

the new tower with the necessary 

communications, radar and airfield lighting 

control systems. An official groundbreaking will take place July 

27th at noon. The event will be open to the public. Those 

interested in attending the groundbreaking are asked to meet in 

front of the main passenger terminal near the flagpole. 

Transportation to and from the construction site will be 

provided. 

     In other construction news, the Taxiway Alpha reconstruction 

project is scheduled to get underway on July 19th. Crews will 

begin the removal of the old weatherworn surface and replacing 

it with new asphalt. The project will involve the east end 

between Taxiway A1 and the intersection of Runway 7/25. No 

airport or runway closures are expected during this project. 

While originally planned to also occur this season, the 

reconstruction of the west end of Taxiway Alpha, as well as 

portions of Golf, have both been postponed until next year, or 

until federal funding becomes available. 

     Passengers traveling in and out of the 

main passenger terminal will also see 

some improvements this year, starting 

with the main entrances. The brick paver 

surfaces in front of the terminal will be 

removed and replaced with colored 

concrete. The brick surface is showing its 

age, and frost heave in the winter months 

often creates tripping hazards for 

passengers entering or exiting the 

terminal. Rental car customers will also 

be able to enjoy the convenience of all 

new automatic doors on the east end of 

the terminal near baggage claim. The 

existing manually operated door, which 

leads to the rental car parking lots, is 

cumbersome and inconvenient for 

passengers carrying bags and other 

luggage, as well as being inefficient from 

and energy-use standpoint. 

     "What we're doing is installing an automatic double-door 

breezeway so we're not venting the terminal's atmosphere 

outdoors. Itôs definitely needed", said Jensen. The Airport will 

also be installing a new revolving door at the passenger exit lane 

on the main floor. The new door will be large enough to 

accommodate passengers carrying luggage, and will feature a 

system of sensors that will stop the door if someone 

inadvertently tries to go the wrong direction. For more 

information about these projects, call Airport Administration at 

728-4381, or visit us online at www.flymissoula.com 

Fly the Big Sky license plates  are now available 

through regular county motor vehicle licensing departments.  

For each license purchased, EAA Chapter 517 receives $20 

to further its activities promoting aviation.  The additional cost 

for the specialty plate with standard numbers is about $30, 

and for the personalized plate about $60.  Plates can be 

ordered at any time without affecting the renewal cycle.  

Artist conception of new control tower. 
 Photo courtesy of Chris Hart  
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Upward Bound Students Visit the Airport 
By Sherry Rossiter for MSO GA News 

     On the last day of June, approximately 55 teens enrolled in 

the state Upward Bound program arrived at the Missoula Airport 

for a full day of aviation education activities. This highly 

successful ñDay at the Airportò was coordinated by Ray Aten 

and Gary Weyermann, both active members of EAA Chapter 

517, Inc., the sponsor of the event. 

     Ray, who is EAA 517ôs Youth Education Coordinator, set up 

the various tours and managed other logistics in addition to 

presenting valuable information to the students regarding 

aerodynamics and function of an airplaneôs flight controls. Gary, 

who is EAA 517ôs Young Eagles Coordinator, arranged for five 

airplanes and pilots to fly students throughout the day. A special 

thank you goes out to EAA members Hank Butzel, Gary 

Matson, Paul OôBagy, Rich Poitras, and Jim Younkin for 

volunteering their time and talents to conduct the free flights. 

     After arriving at the airport, the students were divided into 

five groups that rotated among five different learning venues.  

The Museum of Mountain Flying served as a staging area for the 

Young Eagles flights and as a classroom for learning about 

aerodynamics and aviation history. Neptune Aviation provided a 

tour of their facilities along with information about what it takes 

to become an airtanker pilot. Northstar Jet provided a tour of 

their facility and information about various careers associated 

with a flight school, maintenance shop, and fixed base operation. 

Kelly and Dan from the Missoula Airport provided students with 

information about airport management and airport operations 

careers. The Smokejumper Center explained what it takes to 

become a smokejumper and what the smokejumperôs role is in 

fighting wildland fires. Certainly, this event would not have 

been possible without the cooperation and support of all of these 

organizations. 

     Upward Bound is an academic program funded by the U.S. 

Department of Education. It is specifically designed to prepare 

students from diverse backgrounds to be successful 

academically in high school and later in college. There is no cost 

to the student to participate in Upward Bound, which provides 

academic guidance and tutoring throughout the school year, 

ACT test preparation, career counseling, and a six week summer 

program. Students also receive a monthly stipend for their 

continued participation. 

     To qualify for enrollment in the Upward Bound program, the 

student must be: (1) a U.S. citizen or permanent resident; (2) at 

least a high school freshman, but not yet a senior; (3) meet 

federal low income standards and/or be raised in a family where 

neither parent has completed a college degree. Additionally, all 

students in Upward Bound must be from Hellgate and Big Sky 

High Schools in Missoula, Great Falls High School, or 

Browning High School and have a sincere interest in continuing 

their education beyond high school. 

  EAA Chapter 517 meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, with meeting location alternating between the Chapter Hangar at Stevensville 

and the Missoula Airport Conference Room. For chapter news, visit the web site:           http://www.eaa517.org  

     Meetings of the Montana Pilots Association Five Valleys Hangar often are held in conjunction with EAA meetings, and will be 

announced. 

Upward Bound students pose with the Mann Gulch DC-3 at the Museum of Mountain Flying. Instructor Ray Aten is 2nd 
from right in the front row, at right, kneeling. Young Eagles pilot Jim Younkin is 1st on the left, 3rd row.     Steve Rossiter photo  



Page 4 

 

 

     A pilot of 2 years with close to 150 hours, I decided it was 

time to take the next step in my desire to be a part of General 

Aviation. Preparing for the Cross Country of a lifetime, I left 

Missoula bound for InyoKern California to inspect and possibly 

purchase my first airplane, this is my story. 

     She was a red white and blue 1978 Cessna 152 with a 

SparrowHawk 125HP engine with just over 200 hours. I tell you 

what, I could have stayed all weekend and talked with the 

mechanic and seller about GA flying. Two great guys who loved 

flying as much as me. Their stories were captivating and always 

put a smile on your face to reminisce with the old timers. We 

looked at some areas of interest on the plane, cleaned the plugs, 

looked at paperwork, then my friend and co-pilot Matt arrived 

and shortly after I decided that this was a plane I could see 

myself flying and enjoying and we made the deal. 

     Thursday afternoon we left InyoKern around 1:30pm and 

headed for Van Nuys and the famous One Six Right! We 

contacted approach for flight following over Lake Hughes VOR 

and traffic was pretty sparse aside from 1 or 2 planes on the ILS 

16R. Shortly after we were handed over to the tower and cleared 

to land ONE SIX RIGHT!!!! My heart jumped! It was the 

African American controller from the movie too! I recognized 

his voice... landing went wellé 

     We left Van Nuys around 4:30pm and remained south of the 

mountains with flight following over Pomona and through the 

TRSA with Palm Springs until we broke off Flight Following to 

get fuel in Blythe as the sun was dropping below the horizon 

behind us. After the call out fuel service arrived we got 20 

gallons and blasted off for Phoenix where I would drop Matt off 

at home and continue on to Casa Grande to meet my family and 

spend the night in Maricopa. When I landed in Casa Grande and 

got out of the plane I was tired and ready to sleep and anxious 

for tomorrows flight to Tucson on my own. 

     A gorgeous flight on Friday! So much to do and see but so 

little time. My friend Jessica took me to the Pima Air Museum 

in Tucson, and then I was able to take her on a flight up to Pinal 

where we gawked at the aircraft stored there and left there at 

6:00pm bound for TUS and to meet a fellow Flight Simulator 

pilot Ken. Ken met us at the Premier FBO and then I had to be 

on my way as I wanted to minimize my night flying in my new 

plane while I was still getting accustomed to her, turns out she is 

just as wonderful at night too! I gave one more friend a quick 

ride at Casa Grande, fueled up and headed for Goodyear to 

spend the night with Matt; we would depart in the morning. 

     5:30am and it was time to get up to a clear blue sky on 

Saturday morning. An hour later we were bound for Cedar City 

by way of Sedona and the Tuckup Corridor over the Grand 

Canyon, a 3.3 hour leg (the longest too!) We hit the Tuckup 

Corridor right on the nail! And didnôt see or hear another plane 

in the air until Cedar City. The air was smooth and clear! We 

refueled in Cedar City and proceeded on to Ogden to meet 

another fellow pilot. After fighting the shifty winds into Ogden I 

grabbed some chow to go, got fuel and the windshield cleaned 

and dropped Matt to catch a flight home to Phoenix and I headed 

north for home.  

     The next stop was Pocatello but I wasn't ready to stop yet so I 

pressed on, this entire leg had been turbulent and continued on 

that way for the next hour and a half until I decided to stop at my 

alternate for a break in Salmon. What a relief it was to be on the 

ground and stretch! YES!! And the best part, the skies were 

clear and there was still plenty of daylight left! So I notified 

folks back in Missoula that I was returning home in an hour and 

a half and got back in the plane and took to the air for the final 

leg of my journey and I arrived in Missoula at 7:30pm and 

parked and I was drained! Now itôs time to start enjoying the 

kind of flying I love the most, in the beautiful mountains of 

Montana. 

Trip of a Lifetime  
By Trevor Stene for the MSO GA News 

Trip details:  

 

     Charts/AFD's, $73.95;  

     Shirts, $46.85;  

     Plane Ticket to California, $136.68;  

     Rental Car, $362.82;  

     Hotel, $84.10;  

     Tiedown Fees, $10.00;  

     Fuel, $568.47.  

     Goodyear-Missoula HOBBS: 10.4 hours  

     Total trip time: 12 hours.  

 

Embarking on a journey of a lifetime, sharing the 

experience with friends and family, and owning your own 

airplane... PRICELESS 

. Itôs a deal!                                                 Trevor Stene photo  
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National Weather Service at Missoula International Airport 
By Jeff Kitsmiller for MSO GA News 

     Here at the National Weather Service in Missoula we are 

committed to our General Aviation users. I, Jeff Kitsmiller am a 

general aviation pilot myself and have a strong motivation to 

educate pilots on weather and where to find weather data.  In an 

effort to further our outreach, and my aviation training, I took an 

instrument ground school here in Missoula.  To my delight, the 

information presented in the course was extremely useful to not 

only to me but also to the forecast staff.  For example, since 

pilots on an instrument flight plan are concerned with whether or 

not the conditions at the point of destination are above a ceiling 

of 2000 feet and 3 SM, I passed these numbers along to all of the 

other forecasters to keep in mind while forecasting the TAFs. 

     The ground school also came over to the office to see what 

we do and to get a better understanding of how all the different 

pieces come together to form a forecast.  While here, I presented 

to them an informational card with useful aviation websites that 

was put together for the Montana Aviation Conference specific 

to general aviation pilots.  Included on this card is the website 

for the National Weather Service, www.weather.gov used for 

public forecasts, satellite and radar images, watches and 

warning.  The Aviation Weather Center is also included, at 

aviationweather.gov and is for icing, turbulence, PIREPs and 

AIR/SIGMENTs. 

     Some of the more weather savvy pilots may also be interested 

in using UCARs- RAP Real-Time Weather Data website, 

www.rap.ucar.edu/weather, where weather/model/satellite/radar 

data, surface observations and help pages can be found.  For 

pilots looking to learn more about the weather please refer to the 

JetStream website www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/jetstream/. 

     Any of the 122 weather service offices around the country are 

staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and can give informal 

weather briefings (a general weather discussion for the area of 

interest that will not be logged with the FAA and will not 

comply with FAR 91.103 Preflight Action) to GA pilots. Feel 

free to call the Missoula office at 329-4840 or drop in for an in 

person briefing and/or tour at 6633 Aviation Way, Missoula, 

MT. 

     I recently met with Cris Jensen, Director of the Missoula International Airport to discuss the concept of providing private airplane 

access, parking, public observation site and camping adjacent to the planned National Conservation Legacy and Education Center. 

Cris notes that this is an important opportunity to attract pilots of small aircraft that are seeking travel sites for day and overnight 

excursions tied to cultural institutions.  It goes by the moniker of the ñ$100 hamburger flight planò.  Cris is proceeding with the ini-

tial planning. 

     The Center will immerse visitors in the fascinating history of our nationôs conservation heritage and connect the stories of forest-

ers, ranchers, miners, sportsmen, outdoor enthusiasts, policy makers, writers and artists to the present day stewardship and enjoyment 

of our national forests and grasslands. 

A General Aviation Concept for the National Museum of Forest Service History 
By Dave Stack, Executive Director of the Museum 

 Runway 25 Hangars Condominium Owners Association ï Unit available     

     Hangar unit 45ô wide, 42ô deep with Schweiss Bifold door; painted, extra lights; electrical outlets on 3 

walls. Interior space allows two single engine aircraft, depending upon model. For sale $95,500 or best offer; 

half ownership also possible, or rental. Contact Don Lorenzen djlorenzen@msn.com, home 251-6780, mobile 

360-8695. (See photo page 9.) 

Photo courtesy of Jeff Kitsmiller  
Concept rendering of the proposed museum building.  

Photo courtesy of Dave Stack  

http://www.weather.gov/
http://www.rap.ucar.edu/weather
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/jetstream/
mailto:djlorenzen@msn.com


Page 6 

 

 

tankers in on forest fires. The Smokejumper Program uses the 

DC-3 and Sherpa to transport and drop smokejumpers. There is 

also a Helicopter Program but the Forest Service owns no 

helicopters in Missoula. These are provided by local contractors 

Minuteman and Homestead, and by a contractor based in 

Kalispell. 

     The 206 is a VFR only airplane and fills a diverse, ñutilityò 

role. At the time of my visit, Dolan McDonald was using it to 

deliver horse feed to the Ranger at the backcountry Moose 

Creek airstrip. In the spring, it is used to inspect all the Forest 

Service-owned backcountry airstrips in the Region. Pilots take 

turns flying these missions, to identify needs for improvements 

and/or maintenance at the airstrips, passed along in their 

recommendations to the Districts. 

     It is during the fire season that the 206 becomes a unique 

ñplatformò performing an ñAir Attackò mission. It circles at an 

altitude of about 3,000 feet above a fire and the ATGS person 

aboard as passenger (Aerial Tactical Group Supervisor) provides 

laison among all fire attack elements: Fixed wing, helicopter, 

ground personnel. All pilots put in time in the 206 during 

summer Air Attack assignments. 

     Until about a year ago, pilots were specialized in certain 

airplanes. Now the program has them transitioning to a point 

where all are qualified in all aircraft. This maximizes personnel 

resources in cases where some pilots, or some of the aircraft, are 

not available. For example, the Sherpa and DC-3 are not 

available during winter months, when they undergo extensive 

maintenance. With all pilots qualified in all aircraft, the King 

Airs can be used to keep them current and IFR proficient year 

round. 

     During times outside the fire season, all Missoula Pilots 

rotate assignments in the King Airs. They provide transportation 

of Forest Service Personnel from the Regional Office downtown 

to meetings in other cities. 

     The Missoula base is part of a pooled national Forest Service 

aviation asset, with pilots and planes moving about the country 

freely. In cooperation with Region 3 (Silver City, NM); the DC-

3 and jumpers may operate out of Silver City, New Mexico, for 

that earlier season. When that season ends, planes and jumpers 

could end up in Alaska for the next in the fire season that shifts 

seasonally nationwide. The DC-3 is also rigged for crew hauls 

and can, for example, move a 20-man fire crew from Texas to 

Florida for a seasonal need. 

     Jeff described a recent experience as an example of the 

flexible activity taking place at the Base. Heôs been a qualified 

Smokejumper Captain in the DC-3 for 3 years. Now, with flying 

roles broadened to include all aircraft, he has become qualified 

in the Sherpa. On the day before our visit, he ñjumped in the 

King Air and was in Redding (Calif.) in just a couple of hours. 

There he completed his Smokejumper checkride and is now a 

qualified Smokejumper Captain in both the 2-crew planes, the 

DC-3 and the Sherpa. 

     Training gets ongoing major emphasis for USFS pilots 

fulfilling such challenging assignments as firefighting. The 

Missoula Jumper Base has one qualified ñCheck Airmanò, 

Designated Pilot Examiner Joe Sannella, who provides training 

for all pilots here. There are very few USFS check airmen 

nationwide, normally one for each Region. 

     During the busy fire season, there is little time for additional 

training so most of this is accomplished at other times of year. 

When busiest, pilots are unable to use leave time. They are 12 

USFS (Continued from page 1) 

See USFS (Continued on page 7) 

DC-3TP                                        Photo courtesy of Joe Sannella  

Sherpa                                                     John Breck photo  

 

Smokejumper Pilot Jeff Bardwell.       Gary Matson photo 


