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Museum of Mountain Flying Celebration of Flight

By Art Dykstra and Gary Matson

Spring 2011

The Museum of Mountain Flying invites you to its second annual Celebration of Flight dinner on Saturday, June 11, 7PM, at the
Museum of Mountain Flying hangar located at the Missoula Airport .

2011 marks the centennial for powered flight in Missoula and is the 100th anniversary of the first flight across the Continental
Divide. On June 28, 1911 Eugene Ely took off and landed three times at the Fort Missoula baseball field. Also in 1911, 19-year-old
Cromwell Dixon took off from Helena and flew over Mullan Pass in a Curtiss Pusher, becoming the first "Mountain Pilot" and
winning a prize of $10,000.

To commemorate this significant anniversary, the Museum features Martin Kidston, author of Cromwell Dixon, a Boy and His
Plane.

The Colorado-born author served six years in the Marine Corps, including tours in Desert Shield and Desert
Storm. He graduated from the University of Montana in 1997 with a degree in English and a minor in philosophy.
After graduating, Kidston first worked for the Silver State Posin Deer Lodge, followed by a year at the Havre
Daily News He spent 11 years with Lee Newspapers in Montana, covering assignments including the Montana
military, the northern U.S. border, and the outdoors. He now works for the Billings Gazetteand lives in Cody,
N Wyoming. Besides the Dixon book, Kidston has authored two others: Fr om Popl ar to P#pua:
7| Infantry Regiment in World War 4hd Wanted! Wanted Posters of the Old West

Last year6s Celebration of Flying was a great evel
came last year and had a good time, please tell your friends.

Centennial Celebration of Eugene EIlyods FI |

The Northern Rockies Heritage Center and The Museum of Mountain Flying will honor this 100™ anniversary event with a
ceremony at Heritage Hall at the fort on Sunday, June 26, 2011. The doors will open at 2PM with the program starting at 3PM.
(See Commemoration, Continued on pagg)

Organizers would like to include an antique aircraft fly-in as part of the Celebration of Flight. If you have an antique or know

someone with one, please contact Art, 360-3645.

Reserve Today

Nl nside this i s s ue 0 Dinnerwil be provided along with a cash bar.

® FEugene Ely: Centennial of the First Powered Flight in e Tables with seating for 10 are available
Missoula for a tax deductible contribution of $1,000
Pilot Reporting Inbound and in the Patt - .

* Tt Reporting Inbounc anc in the Fatem e Individual seats are also available for a

e Missoula Transportation in 1911 tax deductible contribution of $100

® MBSO Has a New Public Safety Supervisor To reserve your table or individual seat

mail your check to: Art Dykstra,
7225 Buckhorn Lane, Missoula, Mt 59808

For information, questions or suggestions call
e Wet Winter/Early SpringeéeOntdt3sok3pdsor Summer

e  MSO Air Traffic Controller; Maxville Food Bank
e MSO Construction Summer 2011

Thanks for your support!
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Eugene Ely: Centennial of the First Powered Flight in Missoula

By Stan Cohen

Eugene Ely (1886-1911) in 1911 became the first pilot to take
off and land on a naval vessel so is known as the father of Naval
Aviation, or Naval Aviator #1. He was a member of the
California Army National Guard, and the first guardsman aviator
in the country.

He was born in Iowa and graduated from Iowa State
University in 1904. He moved to San Francisco, where he
became active in the automobile business, becoming one of the
nationés first auto racers
Oregon in 1909 where Ely became a car salesman for E. Henry
We mme . We mme purchased
aircraft but didnot
but ended up crashing it. He bought it from Wemme, fixed it up
and taught himself to fly it.

By April 1910 he was a skilled pilot and received Aero Club
of Americab6s Pilots
make more money giving flying demonstrations than selling
cars. After moving to Minneapolis, Minnesota he met Glenn
Curtiss and eventually was hired for his exhibition flying team.
The team would travel all over the country bringing aviation to
people who had never seen an airplane.

By 1910 the US Navy began to show interest in the use of the
airplane in their operations. Curtiss was pushing the use of his
aircraft and the possibility of taking off and landing from a naval
ship. Ely agreed to make an attempt to take off ahead of the
same idea from another Curtiss pilot who was to use a German

Ocean liner. The cruiser USS Birminghanwas stationed at the
Norfolk, Virginia Navy Yard and was selected for this historic
event . It was outfitted wi
November 14, 1910 Ely took off, dropped down and skimmed
the water but pulled up and landed near Fort Monroe.

After this success it was decided to see if a plane could make a
landing on a naval ship. A deck was constructed on the deck of
the cruiser USS Pennsylvania San Francisco Bay and 22 lines

.0 fHeMaamidl ah ifsi bvweirf er ompoeewse dwetr e

was fitted with steel hooks to catch in the lines. On January 18,

0 n e 190 fEly la@dedeomn the dedk, unissedi1 kof the ropesibi treslit
know h o whe tivetfth. Thusyavai history weaslmyde.t h ou g h t

On June 28, 1911 Ely took off and landed three times at the
Fort Missoula baseball field after demonstrations in Butte, Great
Falls, Kalispell and Lewistown. Over 3,000 people watched the

Sentinel and Waterworks Hill. To transport excited spectators to
the fort, both the railroad from the Bitterroot Valley and the
Missoula streetcar line added extra cars. After his Missoula
flight he departed for the west coast. On October 18, 1911, at the
Georgia State Fair in Macon, Georgia Ely died after jumping
from his plane as it crashed.

In 1933, Ely was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
posthumously in recognition of his contributions to naval
aviation.
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Eugene Ely flying the Curtiss pusher biplane at Fort
Missoula, 1911. Photo courtesy of Stan Cohen and UM

Eugene Ely at Fort Missoula, 1911. Curtiss pusher biplane.

Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library.

Photo courtesy of Stan Cohen and UM Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library.

(Commemoration, Continued from pag#)

There will be a short visual presentation of the history of Ely
and a DVD of a full-scale Curtiss Pusher that was built and is
flying in Virginia. Since
Aviation, 0 the program wi/l
naval aviation. The Missoula Thunderbirds model airplane club
will have some flying models to view and a historic plaque on
the event will be unveiled. .

Save the date, summer BBQ, July 18. T

| Missosla Aitpert is tedtihgeal BBQh fer il Rocal
pilofsTrem 5:30- 8:255PMMNV&tEh%yBUr 8mall bdx
in June for further details.
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Photo # NH 77500 Eugene Ely about to land on USS Pennsylvania, 18 January 1911
g <% - P

Eugene Ely in flying helmet.

Eugene B. Ely's Curtiss pusher biplane nears the landing platform on USS
Pennsylvania (Armored Cruiser # 4), during the morning of 18 January 1911. The ship  Photo courtesy of Northern Rockies Heritage
was then anchored in San Francisco Bay, California. Photo courtesy of U.S. Navy Historical ~ Center, Fort Missoula.

Center.

Pilot Reporting Inbound and
in the Pattern

There is a change in ATC
procedure for controllers
handling inbound traffic. They
will no longer themselves be
able to initiat
for the option.
request it. On initial contact, the
inbound pilot should state
intention: Full stop, option,
touch and go, stop and go, low
: S ' ‘ : . : approach.
T Howae AMTER AV 1SIT 0N BOARD. (.
'37;-5.9- _Ps-ry SYSVANN. SANERANGISeS) GRS

O o

Pilots doing multiple landings in

the pattern also must say

Eugene Ely flying off aircraft platform on USS Pennsylvania (Armored Cruiser # 4), 18 intention. For example, "Cirrus
January 1911. Earlier in the day Ely had landed on the ship's deck, the first time an .
airplane alighted on a warship's deck. Photo courtesy of U. S. Navy Historical Center. 1234 turning base for full stop

l anding; " ACIi rirus
/ﬁ

base for the opti
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Missoula Transportation in 1911
By Gary Matson and Kim Briggeman

When Eugene Ely made his pioneering flight from a baseball field near Fort Missoula, ground transportation in 1911 had
progressed from foot and horse power to auto, train, and electric streetcar. The first production Model T Ford rolled off the line in
October, 1908. In 1910, streetcars began operating in Missoula and the Milwaukee Road depot was built. On May 28, 1911, the
Milwaukee began operating its Columbian and Olympian passenger trains between Chicago and the Northwest. Times have
changed!

Missoulianreporter and historian Kim Briggeman provides the following list of 1911 events:
Helena

Sept. 30, 1911 T Cromwell Dixon, who was licensed by the Aero Club only on Aug. 31, in a Curtis biplane flew over the
Rocky Mountains. The feat was made on Dixon's last flight at the Montana State Fair this afternoon and on his return a
purse of $10,000, donated by Louis W. Hill, John Ringling, Lewis Penwell, and the State Fair, was presented to him.

Missoula

Missoula's first minor league baseball team. Played in the Union League 1911-1912. Won it in 1912

Elks Club built on Pattee Street

The second City Hall was opened at 230 Woody St. The City adopted a commission-council form of government.

Construction starts on the Missoula Federal Building, U.S. Post Office and Courthouse; completed in 1913; listed on
National Register of Historic Places in 1979

The Montana Power Company built 10 dams on eight lakes in the present day Rattlesnake Wilderness between 1911 and
1923 to augment the water supply for the City of Missoula. These dams and the water rights were sold to Mountain Water
Company in 1979 and are still operated and maintained today as a backup water supply for the City of Missoula.

Loyola, all-boys high school, established (all-girls Sacred Heart Academy est. 1873; the two merged into Loyola Sacred
Heart in 1974)

Western Security Bank building at northeast corner of Higgins and Broadway built.
Missoula's first fully paid fire department established.

In June 1911 a threman committee was appointed by the Chamber of Commerce to raise $1,000 to attract pioneer aviato
Eugene Ely to come fly in Missoula. Ely came, and on June 28 treated the city to two solo flights and a third with his chit
mechanic. From ballpark at Fort Missoula. =

‘ ,ﬁiggin‘s ‘Ave. looking South, Missoula, Mont.

Left: Electric streetcars gr a
i 1911.

Cohen, Stan B. 2008. Missoula; Postcard History Series.
Arcadia Publishing.

Right: Milwaukee Depot, circa 1910.
Maechling, Philip and Stan Cohen. 2010. Missoula; Then and Now.
Arcadia Publishing.



MSO Has a New Public Safety Supervisor

Jesse Johnson is the newly
appointed Public Safety
Supervisor at the Airport. This
is the position formerly held
by Dave Kreis, who stepped
down for a change of pace.
Jesse is 29 years old, born and
raised in Missoula, married,
and has 2 children ages 3%
and 3 months.

Jesse served on the USS
John F. Kennedy during
Operation Enduring Freedom, which began shortly after the
Twin Towers were hit September 11, 2001. The USS Kennedy
was the last non-nuclear powered supercarrier built, and has
now been decommissioned. Jesse was an Airframe structural
and hydraulics mechanic for the F-14 Tomcat. He serviced
aircraft, and was one of the two who gave final approval of
aircraft readiness just prior to the catapult launch.

After the Navy, Jesse attended UM and graduated with degree
in Information Systems in 2007. He has worked as a public
safety officer at MSO since February 2008. His responsibilities
as supervisor are to coordinate public safety activities at the
Airport: Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF), law
enforcement, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and wildlife
hazard mitigation (although the Airport is surrounded by a high
fence, a deer recently made it over and was inside the Airport!)

Jessebs long term goal i s
Administration (AAAE) certification and pursue a career in
airport administration. Among his immediate, short term goals is

t he enhancement of t he
curricul um. One exampl e

|l 0 classification

There are already plans to remodel the room adjacent to the
meeting room, adding space

energy and interest are sure to be another asset for our %rport!

Mmamd ™

Mailed MSO GA News available only by request

I f youdd I|ike to

at 370-6584 (2" best).

| f youbr e not receiving

gjmatson@montana.com
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MSO Air Traffic Controller;
Maxville Food Bank

Air Traffic Control Tower Supervisor Henry Barsotti and his
wi f e Rachel operate Grani
volunteers, they coordinate the service and use a small guest
cabin near their Maxville residence as a food distribution center.
Read more about Henry and
which also has a link to
1, 2011 story:
http://www.flymissoula.com/About_Us/Airport_Authority/
Employee Spotlight

MSO Construction Summer 2011

Control Tower project i Construction of the tower itself has
begun and is expected to be completed during the coming
construction season.

t e (

Rac |

Mi s s O

Runway 7/25 and Taxiway Golf will be reconstructed this
summer. These will require brief closings of Runway 11/29:

Closed Sept 13, Tues, 9Am through Weds 14™ 9PM
Closed Sept 20, Tues, 9AM through Weds 21% 9PM

A new gate and security system is the third very big project
scheduled for this summer is All gates around the perimeter of
the airport will be replaced and/or upgraded and equipped with
cameras for 24 hour surveillance

The MSO Terminal environment is changing as well.
Construction is underway to replace the brick pavers in front of
the terminal with a safer and more easily maintained concrete

face. . ) .
Sl%r%ceget his Association of

Nearly completeReplacement of the revolving at the security
exit lane, removing the need for a person to guard the exit.

p U @dming soorsrémbdelihgyof th@sforhge ®@nradiabent td thea i n i
i n ¢ lcwrehteseetigg dragbrn tg ant iftegactive draliiing bfficer foro f  a
(str uct ur aeurity pensomnsl;)a ngwecar washefacibitys forrthe nat renallR F F

companies (the companies pay a fee to the Airport for use of the

wagh)g ¢ training facilities. Je.
There will be a new provider of restaurant service,
Jededi ahbés Original House of
Jedediahb6s is an existing rest
The name wonodt be transferred

new service is exected to begin by July 1% this summer.

Conversations with the Airport Authority have shown
Jededi ahodos interest in offerir
location. SN

r please send @ note to GarynMeatyon,[P@ Bok 308, Militywn VA 159851 (best) or call Gary

-maidl tandc want dof be tndiifeed im ¢her Sutueet plemse scontacy Gagg:

Current and past newsletters are available on the Airport web site (address on last page).



http://www.flymissoula.com/About_Us/Airport_Authority/Employee_Spotlight
http://www.flymissoula.com/About_Us/Airport_Authority/Employee_Spotlight
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WET WI NTER/ EARLY SPRI NGEOUTLOOK FOR SUMME]

By Michelle Mead, NWS Forecast Office, Missoula

As promised last fall, a strong La Nina pattern over the equatorial Pacific delivered a wetter and colder than average winter across
Western Montana. This resulted in a lot of IFR and LIFR conditions across Western Montana airfields. This very strong La Nina has
continued into this spring 2011 keeping the cooler/wetter than normal conditions through April. La Nina is showing signs of
weakening which should transfer to a return to near normal precipitation and normal temperatures for May-June-July. May into early
June are Western Montanabds wettest period with typktedl |y
month temperature and precipitation outlooks (May-June-July) from the Climate Prediction Center:

General Aviation pilots should expect continued unsettled weather through May into early June. Specific questions about daily
weather across Western Montana can be answered at the NWS Missoula Forecast office at 329-4840 24 hours a day 7 days a week.

Missoula GA Organizations

EAA Chapter 517 meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of
each month, January through November, scheduled at the
hanger at Stevensville Airport (32S) odd-numbered months
and at the conference room in the Missoula airport terminal
(MSO) even-numbered months. For information, contact
Sherry Rossiter, President, ssrossiter@aol.com or visit the
Chapter web site www.eaa517.org

Montana Pilots Association (MPA), Five Valleys Hangar
meetings are held on the 2™ Monday of each month. For
information, contact Jim Younkin, President,
jcyounkin@msn.com

Fly the Big Sky license plates are now available through regular county motor vehicle licensing
departments. For each license purchased, EAA Chapter 517 receives $20 to further its activities
promoting aviation. The additional cost for the specialty plate with standard numbers is about $30,
and for the personalized plate about $60. Plates can be ordered at any time without affecting the
renewal cycle. Standard renewal rates apply, with the specialty plate cost being added.




MSO GA News thanks Art Dykstra, Stan Cohen and Kim Briggeman for contributing to this newsletter! If you
have something interesting to write about we'd like to put it in the newsletter and share it with the Missoula aviation
community! Long (about 500 words), short, funny, serious, whatever. The News is published quarterly. Interested in
contributing? Contact the editor (see below).

MSO GA NEWS published in Missoula Montana by Missoula International Airport and The Experimental Aircraft
Association (EAA) Chapter 517.

EAA Chapter517eaachapt er 5 Wwww@aadll.argc 0 m A

Editor and reporterGar y Mat son, Box 308, -6Mi84(tcown A MTg| nbaSt8s5
Missoula International Airport 5225 Highway 10 West438Vi sshulvaww.M
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MISSOULA AVIATION WEB SITES
Missoula International Airport: http://www.flymissoula.com
Minuteman Aviation: http://www.minutemanaviation.com/main.htm
Neptune Aviation: http://www.neptuneaviation.com
Northstar Air Express: http://www.northstarmso.com
Life Flight: http://www.saintpatrick.org/index.aspx/Health_Services/Life_Flight
EAA Chapter 517: http://lwww.eaa517.org
MPA: http://www.montanapilots.org/
Smokejumper aircraft: http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/people/smokejumpers/
aircraft.html
WINGS: http://www.faasafety.gov
Current TFR: http://airspace.nifc.gov/
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INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

5225 HIGHWAY 10 WEST
MISSOULA MT 59808
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